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When Women Ruled the World, a groundbreaking work by Egyptologist
Kara Cooney, challenges traditional historical narratives by exploring the
undeniable evidence of women's leadership in ancient civilizations
throughout the world. With meticulous research and captivating storytelling,
Cooney uncovers the forgotten stories of powerful female rulers who
shattered gender norms and shaped the course of human history.

The Dawn of Matriarchy:

Cooney's journey begins in the ancient Near East, where she uncovers
evidence of a female-dominated society in the pre-dynastic period of Egypt.
Excavations have revealed female-headed burials adorned with elaborate
jewelry and the presence of female deities in prominent roles. This
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matriarchal society flourished for centuries, with women holding positions of
power and influence in all aspects of life.

Similar evidence emerges from ancient Greece, where the Minoan
civilization thrived on the island of Crete. Here, women played a central role
in religious rituals, participated in warfare, and even held positions of
leadership. The iconic statue of the "Snake Goddess" exemplifies the
reverence accorded to women in this ancient society.

Female Pharaohs in Egypt:

Egypt, renowned for its towering pyramids and enigmatic pharaohs, is often
associated with male dominance. However, Cooney presents compelling
evidence of several female pharaohs who ruled with great authority and left
an enduring legacy. Among them:

Hatshepsut: Egypt's longest-reigning female pharaoh, who ruled for
over 20 years. She commissioned grand constructions, including the
iconic Temple of Karnak, and successfully defended her kingdom
against external threats.

Nefertiti: Wife of Akhenaten, Nefertiti played a significant role in
religious and political affairs. Her iconic bust, discovered in 1912,
continues to captivate the world with its beauty and enigmatic
expression.

Cleopatra VII: The last pharaoh of ancient Egypt, Cleopatra's
intelligence, diplomatic skills, and unwavering independence earned
her a place among the most famous rulers in history.

Warrior Queens and Political Leaders:



Beyond Egypt, Cooney highlights the extraordinary stories of women who
led armies, governed nations, and left a lasting impact on their societies:

Boudica: A Celtic queen who led a fierce rebellion against Roman rule
in Britain. Her bravery and military prowess became legendary.

Artemisia I: Queen of Caria, who fought alongside the Persians in the
Battle of Salamis against the Greeks. Her naval skills and strategic
leadership earned her the respect of both allies and enemies.

Wu Zetian: The only female emperor in Chinese history, Wu Zetian
ruled with absolute power for 15 years. She established military
campaigns, promoted education, and played a significant role in
shaping Chinese Buddhism.

Challenging Gender Norms:

When Women Ruled the World not only documents the historical presence
of female leaders but also challenges the deeply ingrained gender biases
that have marginalized women's contributions throughout history. Cooney
argues that the power and influence wielded by these women shattered the
traditional notions of gender roles and demonstrated the indomitable spirit
of women throughout the ages.

:

Kara Cooney's When Women Ruled the World is a groundbreaking work
that illuminates the forgotten histories of women who defied adversity, led
their people, and shaped the course of civilization. By uncovering the
evidence of female leadership in ancient societies, Cooney challenges
long-held assumptions about gender and power, inspiring a new



understanding of human history and the potential of all people, regardless
of gender.

Whether you're a history enthusiast, a feminist, or simply curious about the
untold stories of women's empowerment, When Women Ruled the World is
a must-read that will leave a lasting impact on your understanding of the
past and inspire you to challenge the norms of the present.
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