
Together Still: A Literary Excursion into the
French List
In the heart of Paris, where the Seine River meanders through the city's
soul, there lies a literary haven that has captivated the hearts and minds of
bibliophiles for centuries. It is here, amidst the cobblestone streets and ivy-
clad facades, that the French List flourishes—a renowned book club that
has been a sanctuary for literary enthusiasts since the mid-20th century.
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Founded in 1953 by a group of expatriate American women, the French List
has evolved into a vibrant community of bookworms, writers, and
intellectuals who share a deep-rooted passion for French literature and
culture. Its members, drawn from all walks of life, gather monthly to delve
into the works of classic and contemporary authors, fostering a profound
appreciation for the written word.

Literary Luminaries of the French List
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Over the years, the French List has boasted an illustrious roster of
members, including literary giants such as Simone de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul
Sartre, Ernest Hemingway, and Gertrude Stein. These luminaries have left
an indelible mark on the club, infusing it with a spirit of intellectual inquiry
and artistic excellence. Their presence has not only enriched the
discussions but also created a tangible connection to the literary legacy of
Paris.

Simone de Beauvoir, the pioneering feminist philosopher and author of
"The Second Sex," was a regular member of the club, actively engaging in
debates and sharing her groundbreaking ideas. Jean-Paul Sartre, her
existentialist counterpart, frequently graced the meetings with his profound
insights and philosophical musings. Ernest Hemingway, the Nobel Prize-
winning novelist, found solace in the club's intimate gatherings, where he
could escape the pressures of his celebrity and connect with fellow writers.

Gertrude Stein, the enigmatic American expatriate, who played a pivotal
role in the development of modernism in literature, was a beloved member
of the French List. Her salon at 27 rue de Fleurus became a legendary
gathering place for artists and intellectuals, fostering a vibrant literary scene
in Paris.

A Literary Pilgrimage through Paris

For book lovers, the French List offers a unique opportunity to immerse
themselves in the literary landscape of Paris. The club's monthly meetings
are held in various atmospheric locations throughout the city, from
charming bookstores and cozy cafes to grand literary institutions. Each
meeting is a journey through the written word, complemented by the
evocative backdrop of Paris's literary landmarks.



Members embark on literary pilgrimages to the places that have inspired
countless writers. They visit the cafes where Hemingway and Stein held
court, explore the bookshops that once stocked the works of Sartre and
Beauvoir, and pay homage to the burial places of literary icons like Jim
Morrison and Oscar Wilde.

These literary excursions provide a multi-sensory experience that
transports participants into the world of their favorite authors. By walking
the same streets, sitting in the same cafes, and contemplating the same
views that inspired great minds, members of the French List forge a deeper
connection with the works they read and the city that has nurtured them.

The Power of Community

Beyond its literary pursuits, the French List fosters a strong sense of
community among its members. The monthly meetings provide a platform
for lively discussions, intellectual debates, and meaningful friendships.
Members connect with like-minded individuals who share their passion for
literature, creating a supportive and stimulating environment for personal
growth.

The club's social events, such as dinners, picnics, and excursions, further
strengthen the bonds between members. These gatherings offer
opportunities for members to socialize, exchange ideas, and enjoy each
other's company in a relaxed and convivial setting.

A Legacy of Literary Excellence

The French List has played a significant role in shaping the literary
landscape of Paris and beyond. Its members have been instrumental in
promoting French literature internationally, translating works, organizing



literary events, and supporting emerging writers. The club has also served
as a catalyst for literary collaborations and has fostered a spirit of creativity
and artistic exchange.

Today, the French List continues to thrive, welcoming new members who
share its passion for literature and its commitment to fostering a vibrant
literary community. The club's legacy as a literary haven in Paris endures,
ensuring that the written word will continue to inspire and connect
generations to come.

Together Still: The French List is a testament to the enduring power of
literature and the importance of community. The club has provided a
sanctuary for literary enthusiasts, offering a platform for intellectual
exploration, personal growth, and meaningful connections. Its members
have played a pivotal role in shaping the literary legacy of Paris and
continue to honor the written word, ensuring that its flame burns brightly for
eternity.
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Black Widow 2024: A Comprehensive Guide to
Kelly Thompson's Vision
In 2024, Marvel Comics will release Black Widow, a new ongoing series
written by Kelly Thompson. Thompson is a critically acclaimed writer who
has...

Holy Night Viola Solo: A Haunting and Ethereal
Performance
The Holy Night viola solo is a hauntingly beautiful and ethereal
performance that captures the essence of the Christmas season.
Performed by...
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