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The murder of Stephen Matthews is one of the most notorious true crime
cases in British history. The case has been the subject of numerous books,
articles, and television documentaries. In 2014, a BBC television series
titled "Happy Valley" was released, which was loosely based on the case.

The Victim

Stephen Matthews was a 34-year-old father of two who lived in the town of
Todmorden, West Yorkshire. He was a well-respected member of the
community and worked as a manager at a local supermarket.

The Murder

On September 11, 2004, Matthews was found dead in his home. He had
been stabbed multiple times in the chest. The police quickly launched an
investigation, but the case soon went cold.
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The Investigation

The police investigation into Matthews' murder was one of the largest in
British history. Over 1,000 people were interviewed, and a team of over 100
detectives worked on the case.

The investigation eventually led to the arrest of three men: Kevin Muir,
David Hartley, and Gary Dobson. Muir and Hartley were convicted of
murder and sentenced to life in prison. Dobson was convicted of
manslaughter and sentenced to 15 years in prison.

The Trial

The trial of Kevin Muir, David Hartley, and Gary Dobson was one of the
longest and most complex in British history. The trial lasted for over six
months and heard from over 100 witnesses.

The jury found Muir and Hartley guilty of murder, and Dobson guilty of
manslaughter. The judge sentenced Muir and Hartley to life in prison and
Dobson to 15 years in prison.

The Aftermath

The murder of Stephen Matthews and the subsequent investigation and
trial had a profound impact on the community of Todmorden. The case also
raised questions about the role of race in the British justice system.

In the years since the trial, there have been several attempts to overturn
the convictions of Muir and Hartley. However, these attempts have been
unsuccessful. Muir and Hartley remain in prison, serving life sentences for
the murder of Stephen Matthews.
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