Spenser and the Making of Literary Criticism

With his extensive and groundbreaking poetic output, Edmund Spenser, the
sixteenth-century English poet, has had a profound influence on both the
development of English literature and the evolution of literary criticism.
Spenser's most celebrated work, "The Faerie Queene," is a sprawling epic
that showcases his mastery of language, allegory, and poetic form.
Spenser's innovative techniques and thought-provoking ideas have had a
lasting impact on the field of literary criticism, shaping the very way we
read, analyze, and interpret literature.

The Influence of Spenser's Language

One of Spenser's most significant contributions to literary criticism is his
innovative use of language. His distinctive style, characterized by
heightened diction and elaborate syntax, has had a lasting influence on the
development of English literary language. Spenser's vivid imagery, rich
vocabulary, and lyrical rhythm create a highly immersive and evocative
reading experience, inviting readers to fully engage their senses and

emotions.
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In "The Faerie Queene," Spenser develops a unique poetic vocabulary,
coining new words and phrases to enhance the epic's emotional impact
and allegorical depth. His innovative use of language has not only
influenced subsequent poets but has also shaped the way critics analyze
and interpret literary texts.

The Power of Allegory in Spenser's Poetry

Spenser's use of allegory has been a key focus of literary criticism since
the Renaissance. "The Faerie Queene" is a complex and multifaceted
allegory, offering multiple layers of meaning that can be interpreted on
different levels. Spenser's allegorical characters, settings, and events
symbolize abstract concepts, historical figures, and moral principles.

Through allegory, Spenser explores universal human themes and values,
inviting readers to engage with the poem on a personal and symbolic level.
The allegorical structure of Spenser's poetry has challenged generations of
literary critics to decipher its hidden meanings and has contributed to the
development of allegorical interpretation as a critical approach.

The Renaissance Background and Spenser's Influence on Literary
Criticism
Spenser's work emerged during the Renaissance, a period of intellectual

and cultural rebirth in Europe. The Renaissance withessed a renewed
interest in classical literature, philosophy, and art, as well as a shift towards
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humanism and individualism. Spenser's poetry is deeply rooted in the
Renaissance context, reflecting the intellectual and cultural currents of his
time.

Through his exploration of classical themes, experimentation with poetic
form, and emphasis on individual experience, Spenser contributed to the
development of Renaissance literary criticism. His work influenced later
Renaissance critics such as Sir Philip Sidney and George Puttenham, who
developed theories of poetry and literature based on the principles
embodied in Spenser's work.

The Legacy of Spenser's Influence on Literary Criticism

Spenser's influence on literary criticism extends far beyond the
Renaissance. His innovative literary techniques, thought-provoking ideas,
and allegorical depth have influenced the development of literary theory in
subsequent centuries. From Romantic criticism to modernism and post-
structuralism, Spenser's work has served as a touchstone for literary critics.

Spenser's legacy continues to shape the way we approach literature. His
emphasis on language, allegory, and poetic form has provided a framework
for understanding and interpreting literary texts. His exploration of universal
themes and human experience resonates with readers across cultures and
time periods, ensuring his enduring relevance in the field of literary
criticism.

Edmund Spenser's profound contribution to English literature and the
development of literary criticism is undeniable. Through his groundbreaking
work, he has left an enduring mark on the field, influencing the way we
read, analyze, and interpret literature. His innovative use of language,



powerful allegory, and exploration of timeless themes have established him
as one of the most significant figures in English literary history. Spenser's
legacy continues to inspire and challenge literary critics, ensuring his
enduring importance in the pursuit of literary understanding and
appreciation.
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