
Reading Strategies for Elementary Students
with Learning Difficulties: A Comprehensive
Guide for Educators, Parents, and Students
Every child deserves the opportunity to experience the joy and power of
reading. However, for some elementary students, reading can be a
significant challenge, especially if they have learning difficulties.
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Reading difficulties, such as dyslexia, dysgraphia, and ADHD, can affect a
student's ability to decode words, comprehend text, and develop fluency.
These challenges can have a profound impact on their academic success
and overall well-being.

Fortunately, there are a wealth of research-based reading strategies that
can help elementary students with learning difficulties overcome these
challenges. By implementing these strategies, educators, parents, and
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students can create a supportive learning environment where all students
can thrive.

Proven Reading Strategies

The following reading strategies have been shown to be effective in helping
students with learning difficulties improve their reading skills:

1. Explicit Instruction

Explicit instruction is a systematic approach to teaching reading that
focuses on breaking down reading skills into smaller, manageable steps.
Students are taught specific strategies for decoding words, comprehending
text, and developing fluency.

2. Phonics Instruction

Phonics instruction teaches students the relationship between letters and
sounds. This is essential for helping students decode words and develop
fluency.

3. Reading Comprehension Strategies

Reading comprehension strategies help students understand the meaning
of text. These strategies include:

Previewing the text

Predicting what will happen next

Asking questions about the text

Summarizing the text



4. Reading Fluency Strategies

Reading fluency strategies help students read smoothly and accurately.
These strategies include:

Repeated reading

Choral reading

Partner reading

5. Technology-Based Reading Interventions

Technology-based reading interventions can provide additional support for
students with learning difficulties. These interventions often use games and
activities to make reading more engaging and motivating.

Effective Teaching Methods

In addition to using research-based reading strategies, educators can also
implement effective teaching methods to help students with learning
difficulties succeed in reading.

1. Multisensory Instruction

Multisensory instruction engages multiple senses in the learning process.
This can help students with learning difficulties to better understand and
remember information.

2. Differentiated Instruction

Differentiated instruction is a teaching approach that tailors instruction to
the individual needs of students. This means that educators may use



different teaching methods, materials, and assessments for students with
different learning difficulties.

3. Collaboration

Collaboration is essential for the success of students with learning
difficulties. Educators, parents, and students need to work together to
develop a comprehensive reading plan that meets the student's individual
needs.

Supportive Resources

There are a number of supportive resources available to help students with
learning difficulties succeed in reading:

1. Read Aloud Programs

Read aloud programs provide students with the opportunity to listen to
stories and expository text being read aloud. This can help students to
develop their listening comprehension skills and expand their vocabulary.

2. Tutoring Services

Tutoring services can provide students with individualized support in
reading. Tutors can help students with decoding words, comprehending
text, and developing fluency.

3. Reading Support Software

Reading support software can provide students with additional practice in
reading. This software often includes games and activities that make
reading more engaging and motivating.



Reading is a fundamental skill that is essential for success in school and
life. By implementing proven reading strategies, effective teaching
methods, and supportive resources, educators, parents, and students can
create a supportive learning environment where all students, including
those with learning difficulties, can become confident and successful
readers.
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