
English Rocks 101: ESL Games, Activities,
and Lesson Plans for Teaching English
Abroad

Teaching English abroad can be a rewarding experience, but it can also be
challenging. One of the biggest challenges is keeping your students
engaged and motivated. This is where ESL games, activities, and lesson
plans come in.
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ESL games and activities are a great way to make learning English fun and
interactive. They can be used to teach a variety of skills, from grammar and
vocabulary to pronunciation and fluency. Lesson plans can help you to
organize your teaching and ensure that you are covering all of the
necessary material.

In this article, we will provide you with a comprehensive guide to ESL
games, activities, and lesson plans. We will cover a wide range of topics,
from icebreakers and warm-ups to grammar exercises and vocabulary
games. We will also include tips for adapting these activities to different
levels and learning styles.

Icebreakers and Warm-ups

Icebreakers and warm-ups are a great way to get your students talking and
interacting with each other. They can also help to create a positive and
relaxed learning environment.
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Here are a few ideas for icebreakers and warm-ups:

Two Truths and a Lie: Have students write down two true statements
about themselves and one lie. Then, have them share their statements
with the class and guess which one is the lie.

Would You Rather: Ask students a series of "Would you rather?"
questions. For example, "Would you rather live in a big city or a small
town?" or "Would you rather have a million dollars or be able to speak
every language in the world?"

Pictionary: Write a list of words or phrases on the board. Then, divide
students into teams and have them take turns drawing the words or
phrases while their teammates guess.

Charades: Write a list of words or phrases on slips of paper. Then,
have students take turns acting out the words or phrases while their
teammates guess.

Simon Says: Give students a series of commands, such as "Simon
says touch your nose" or "Simon says jump up and down." Students
must only follow the commands that start with "Simon says."

Grammar Exercises

Grammar exercises are a great way to help students learn and practice the
rules of English grammar. There are a variety of different grammar
exercises that you can use, depending on the level of your students.

Here are a few ideas for grammar exercises:



Fill in the blanks: Give students a sentence with several blanks.
Then, have them fill in the blanks with the correct words.

Multiple choice: Give students a question with several multiple choice
answers. Then, have them choose the correct answer.

True or false: Give students a statement. Then, have them decide if
the statement is true or false.

Sentence transformation: Give students a sentence. Then, have
them transform the sentence into a different tense, mood, or voice.

Error correction: Give students a sentence with several errors. Then,
have them correct the errors.

Vocabulary Games

Vocabulary games are a great way to help students learn and practice new
vocabulary words. There are a variety of different vocabulary games that
you can use, depending on the level of your students.

Here are a few ideas for vocabulary games:

Word puzzles: Give students a word puzzle, such as a crossword
puzzle or a word search. Then, have them solve the puzzle to find the
vocabulary words.

Matching games: Give students a list of vocabulary words and a list
of definitions. Then, have them match the words to the correct
definitions.

Bingo: Give students a bingo card with a list of vocabulary words.
Then, read out the definitions of the words. Students must listen to the



definitions and mark off the words on their bingo cards.

Charades: Write a list of vocabulary words on slips of paper. Then,
have students take turns acting out the words while their teammates
guess.

Pictionary: Write a list of vocabulary words on the board. Then, divide
students into teams and have them take turns drawing the words while
their teammates guess.

Lesson Plans

Lesson plans are a great way to organize your teaching and ensure that
you are covering all of the necessary material. Lesson plans can also help
you to track your students' progress and make adjustments as needed.

When creating a lesson plan, be sure to include the following information:

Objectives: What do you want your students to learn by the end of the
lesson?

Materials: What materials will you need for the lesson?

Procedure: How will you conduct the lesson?

Assessment: How will you assess your students' learning?

Here is an example of a lesson plan for an ESL class:

Objectives:

Students will be able to identify the different parts of speech.



Students will be able to use the different parts of speech to create
sentences.

Materials:

Whiteboard or chart paper

Markers

Handouts with examples of sentences

Procedure:

1. Begin by reviewing the different parts of speech with your students.
You can use a whiteboard or chart paper to write down the different
parts of speech and their definitions.

2. Once your students have reviewed the different parts of speech, have
them work in pairs or small groups to create sentences using the
different parts of speech.

3. When students have finished creating sentences, have them share
their sentences with the class.

4. As students share their sentences, be sure to point out any errors in
grammar or usage.

5. To conclude the lesson, have students complete a handout with
examples of sentences. Students should identify the different parts of
speech in each sentence.

Assessment:



Students' participation in class discussions

Students' ability to create sentences using the different parts of speech

Students' completion of the handout

Tips for Adapting Activities to Different Levels and Learning Styles

When adapting ESL games, activities, and lesson plans to different levels
and learning styles, it is important to consider the following factors:

Level: The level of your students will determine the difficulty of the
activities you choose. For example, beginner students will need
activities that are simple and easy to understand, while advanced
students will be able to handle more challenging activities.

Learning style: Some students learn best by listening, while others
learn best by reading, writing, or ng. Be sure to choose activities that
cater to the different learning styles of your students.

Group size: The size of your group will also affect the activities you
choose. Some activities are better suited for small groups, while others
are better suited for large groups.

Available resources: The resources you have available will also
affect the activities you choose. For example, if you do not have a lot
of time, you may want to choose activities that can be done quickly
and easily.

By considering these factors, you can adapt ESL games, activities, and
lesson plans to meet the needs of your students.



ESL games, activities, and lesson plans are an essential part of teaching
English
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