
Elementary Modern Standard Arabic: A
Comprehensive Guide for Beginners
Elementary Modern Standard Arabic (EMSA) is the standardized variety of
Arabic used in formal writing, education, and media throughout the Arab
world. It is based on the classical Arabic of the Quran and pre-Islamic
poetry, but it has been modernized and simplified to make it more
accessible to learners.

EMSA is not a spoken language, but it is the foundation for all spoken
varieties of Arabic. Learning EMSA will give you the tools you need to
communicate with native speakers from any Arab country.
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The history of EMSA can be traced back to the 7th century AD, when the
Quran was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. The Quran was written in
Classical Arabic, which was the language of the Quraysh tribe of Mecca.

After the Islamic conquests, Classical Arabic spread throughout the Arab
world and became the language of government, education, and literature.
However, over time, the spoken varieties of Arabic began to diverge from
Classical Arabic.

In the 19th century, a movement began to standardize the written Arabic
language. This movement was led by scholars from Egypt, Syria, and
Lebanon, who wanted to create a unified language that could be used by
all Arabs.

The Arabic Alphabet

The Arabic alphabet consists of 28 letters. Each letter can take different
forms depending on its position in a word.



The following table shows the Arabic letters, their names, and their
corresponding sounds:

Letter Name Sound

ا alif a
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Letter Name Sound

ب ba b

ت ta t

ث tha th

ج jim j

ح ha h

خ kha kh

د dal d

ذ dhal dh

ر ra r

ز zay z

س sin s

ش shin sh

ص sad s

ض dad d

ط ta t

ظ za z



Letter Name Sound

ع ayn a

غ ghayn gh

ف fa f

ق qaf q

ك kaf k

ل lam l

م mim m

ن nun n

ه ha h
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Black Widow 2024: A Comprehensive Guide to
Kelly Thompson's Vision
In 2024, Marvel Comics will release Black Widow, a new ongoing series
written by Kelly Thompson. Thompson is a critically acclaimed writer who
has...

Holy Night Viola Solo: A Haunting and Ethereal
Performance
The Holy Night viola solo is a hauntingly beautiful and ethereal
performance that captures the essence of the Christmas season.
Performed by...
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